
Name: ______________________________ Date: _______________

The Path Across Your Yard: How Easements Work
Circle group

Owning land does not always mean you control all of it. Some land has an easement. An
easement is a legal right for someone else to use a small part of the land. It is for one set
purpose. The owner still owns the ground, but must let that use happen.

Utility easements are very common. A power company may have the right to run wires across
the back of a lot. A water department may have the right to bury a pipe under a yard. Workers
must reach those lines to fix them. So the easement lets them step onto that strip of land
when they need to. The owner can usually plant grass or a garden there. But the owner
cannot build a permanent structure, like a garage, on top of the pipe.

Easements are written down. They are kept in public land records, so a buyer can find them
before buying a home. An easement stays with the land, not with a person. A new owner gets
it too. Some easements let a neighbor cross a driveway to reach a road. Because the rules
are written down, a disagreement can be settled by reading the paper. An easement helps a
community share space fairly.

Questions
1. What is an easement?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

2. What is the most common kind of easement?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

3. Why can workers step onto a strip of land?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

4. What can an owner not build on top of a buried pipe?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

5. Why is it good that easements are kept in public land records?

______________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________

6. Why does a new owner get an old easement too?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Words to know
easement: a legal right to use a part of someone else's land for one purpose
utility: a service such as electricity or water that a whole community uses
structure: something built, such as a house or a garage

Talk together (every group has these)
1. Find one fact that every group read. How did your sheet say it?
2. What did your sheet tell you that you think another group's did not? Ask them.
3. What is one question about this topic that none of the sheets answered?
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Name: ______________________________ Date: _______________

The Path Across Your Yard: How Easements Work
Triangle group

Most people think that owning a piece of land means controlling every inch of it. In fact, many
properties carry an easement, which is a legal right that lets someone else use a limited part
of the land for a specific purpose. The owner still owns the ground, but must allow that use.

Utility easements are the most common kind. A power company may hold the right to run
wires across the back of a lot, and a water department may hold the right to bury a pipe
beneath a yard. Workers need to reach those lines to repair them, so the easement lets them
enter the strip of land when necessary. In return, the property owner is usually free to plant
grass or a garden there, but not to build a permanent structure, such as a garage, on top of
the pipe.

Easements are written down and filed in public land records, so buyers can find them before
purchasing a home. They usually stay with the land rather than with a person, which means a
new owner inherits them. Some easements allow a neighbor to cross a driveway to reach a
road that would otherwise be out of reach. Because the rules are recorded, a disagreement
can be settled by reading the document instead of arguing about who remembers what.
Easements show how a community balances private ownership with shared needs. A
homeowner who knows where the easements lie can plan fences, sheds, and gardens without
an unpleasant surprise later, and can ask questions before any digging begins.

Questions
1. What is an easement?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

2. Which kind of easement is the most common?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

3. Why does an easement let workers enter a strip of land?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

teach.peabody.kids · Free reading passages at three levels · No sign-in, no ads Page 3 of 7



4. What may an owner not build on top of a buried pipe?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

5. Why is it helpful that easements are filed in public land records?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

6. Why does a new owner have to accept an existing easement?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Words to know
easement: a legal right to use a part of someone else's land for one purpose
utility: a service such as electricity or water that a whole community uses
structure: something built, such as a house or a garage
inherits: gets something that was passed down from the person before
recorded: written down and saved so people can look it up later

Talk together (every group has these)
1. Find one fact that every group read. How did your sheet say it?
2. What did your sheet tell you that you think another group's did not? Ask them.
3. What is one question about this topic that none of the sheets answered?
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Name: ______________________________ Date: _______________

The Path Across Your Yard: How Easements Work
Square group

Many people assume that owning a piece of land means controlling every inch of it. In reality,
a great number of properties are burdened by an easement, which is a legal right that permits
someone other than the owner to use a limited portion of the land for a clearly specified
purpose. The owner retains the ground itself but is obliged to allow that particular use.

Utility easements are by far the most common variety. A power company may hold the right to
string wires across the rear of a lot, and a municipal water department may hold the right to
bury a pipe beneath a lawn. Because workers must be able to reach those lines in order to
repair them, the easement entitles them to enter the strip of land whenever it becomes
necessary. In exchange, the property owner is ordinarily free to plant grass or tend a garden
there, though not to erect a permanent structure, such as a garage, directly above the pipe.

Easements are put in writing and filed in public land records, which allows prospective buyers
to discover them before they purchase a home. They typically remain attached to the land
rather than to any individual, so a new owner inherits them along with the property. Some
easements allow a neighbor to cross a driveway in order to reach a road that would otherwise
be out of reach. Since the terms are formally recorded, a disagreement can be resolved by
consulting the document rather than by arguing over who remembers what. In this way,
easements illustrate how a community balances private ownership against shared needs.

Questions
1. What is an easement, according to the passage?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

2. Which variety of easement is by far the most common?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

3. Why does an easement entitle workers to enter a strip of land?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

teach.peabody.kids · Free reading passages at three levels · No sign-in, no ads Page 5 of 7



4. What is a property owner not permitted to erect above a buried pipe?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

5. How does recording easements in public land records help buyers and neighbors?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

6. Why must a new owner accept an easement that already exists?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Words to know
easement: a legal right to use a part of someone else's land for one purpose
utility: a service such as electricity or water that a whole community uses
structure: something built, such as a house or a garage
inherits: gets something that was passed down from the person before
recorded: written down and saved so people can look it up later

Talk together (every group has these)
1. Find one fact that every group read. How did your sheet say it?
2. What did your sheet tell you that you think another group's did not? Ask them.
3. What is one question about this topic that none of the sheets answered?
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For the teacher: The Path Across Your Yard: How
Easements Work
Each student sheet carries a shape, not a level. The same topic and facts, written three ways.

Circle: The Path Across Your Yard: How Easements Work
Easier · 207 words · Flesch-Kincaid grade 4.6
1. A legal right for someone else to use a small part of the land for one purpose.
2. Utility easements, like power wires and water pipes.
3. They must reach the lines or pipes to fix them.
4. A permanent structure, like a garage.
5. A buyer can find them before buying a home, and a disagreement can be settled by
reading the paper.
6. It stays with the land, not with a person.

Triangle: The Path Across Your Yard: How Easements Work
This passage · 259 words · Flesch-Kincaid grade 9.6
1. A legal right that lets someone else use a limited part of the land for a specific purpose.
2. Utility easements, such as for power wires and water pipes.
3. They need to reach the lines or pipes to repair them.
4. A permanent structure, such as a garage.
5. Buyers can find them before purchasing a home, and disagreements can be settled by
reading the document.
6. It stays with the land rather than with a person, so the new owner inherits it.

Square: The Path Across Your Yard: How Easements Work
Harder · 270 words · Flesch-Kincaid grade 11.9
1. A legal right that permits someone other than the owner to use a limited portion of the
land for a specified purpose.
2. Utility easements, such as those for power wires and water pipes.
3. They must be able to reach the lines or pipes in order to repair them.
4. A permanent structure, such as a garage.
5. Buyers can discover them before purchasing, and a disagreement can be resolved by
consulting the document.
6. It remains attached to the land rather than to an individual, so the new owner inherits it.
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