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Rules That Protect People Who Help in Emergencies

Circle group

Many states have what are called Good Samaritan laws. These laws are meant to get
ordinary people to help in an emergency. The details change from place to place, but the main
idea is the same. A person who gives reasonable help, in good faith, should not be punished
or sued if something goes wrong. This is true even if they did their best.

Think about why this matters. Picture a bystander who sees a person collapse in a store.
Some bystanders might wait. They might think, "What if | make it worse and then get
blamed?" Fear of a lawsuit could keep helpers from acting. A Good Samaritan law makes that
fear smaller. More people feel free to step forward.

These laws have limits. They usually protect help that is reasonable and given without
payment. They do not excuse reckless or careless acts. A helper who shows no care for the
victim's safety may not be protected. Many laws also treat a trained responder, like a
paramedic on duty, in a different way. That person has a job duty to help.

The best first step in almost any emergency is to call for trained help. Then a helper can do
what he or she has been taught while waiting. Classes in first aid give people skills and
confidence. A community is safer when its members are ready to help each other. The law
supports that choice.

Questions
1. What is the main idea of Good Samaritan laws?

2. What fear might keep a bystander from helping?

3. What kind of help do these laws usually protect?

4. What is the best first step in almost any emergency?
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5. Why might a paramedic on duty be treated in a different way?

6. How do first aid classes make a community safer?

Words to know
emergency: a sudden and serious problem that needs quick help
bystander: a person who is nearby and sees something happen
lawsuit: a case where one person asks a court to decide a problem
reckless: careless in a way that could cause harm
responder: a trained person who comes to help in an emergency

Talk together (every group has these)
1. Find one fact that every group read. How did your sheet say it?
2. What did your sheet tell you that you think another group's did not? Ask them.
3. What is one question about this topic that none of the sheets answered?
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Name: Date: A

Rules That Protect People Who Help in Emergencies

Triangle group

Many states have what are called Good Samaritan laws, which are meant to encourage
ordinary people to help in an emergency. The details vary from place to place, but the central
idea is the same: a person who gives reasonable help, in good faith, should not be punished
or sued if something goes wrong despite their best efforts.

Consider why such a law matters. Imagine a bystander who sees a person collapse in a store.
Some bystanders might hesitate, thinking, "What if | make it worse and then get blamed?"
Fear of a lawsuit could keep helpers from acting. A Good Samaritan law lowers that fear, so
that more people feel free to step forward.

These laws have limits. They generally protect help that is reasonable and offered without
payment, and they do not excuse reckless or careless behavior. A helper who acts with
obvious disregard for the victim's safety may not be protected. Many laws also leave a trained
responder, such as a paramedic on duty, under different rules, because that person has a job
duty to help.

The best first step in nearly any emergency is to call for trained help, and a helper can then do
what he or she has been taught while waiting. Classes in first aid give people the skills and
the confidence to be useful. A community is safer when its members are prepared to help one
another, and the law supports that choice. Neighbors who learn these skills together often feel
braver about acting when it counts.

Questions
1. What is the central idea of Good Samaritan laws?

2. What fear might keep a bystander from helping?

3. What kind of help do these laws generally protect?
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4. What is the best first step in nearly any emergency?

5. Why might a paramedic on duty be under different rules?

6. How do first aid classes make a community safer?

Words to know
emergency: a sudden and serious problem that needs quick help
bystander: a person who is nearby and sees something happen
lawsuit: a case where one person asks a court to decide a problem
reckless: careless in a way that could cause harm
responder: a trained person who comes to help in an emergency

Talk together (every group has these)
1. Find one fact that every group read. How did your sheet say it?
2. What did your sheet tell you that you think another group's did not? Ask them.
3. What is one question about this topic that none of the sheets answered?
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Name: Date: .

Rules That Protect People Who Help in Emergencies

Square group

Numerous states have enacted what are commonly called Good Samaritan laws, which are
intended to encourage ordinary people to lend a hand during an emergency. The specifics
vary from one place to another, but the central principle is consistent: a person who provides
reasonable assistance, in good faith, should not be punished or sued if something goes wrong
in spite of his or her best efforts.

Consider why such a law is important. Imagine a bystander who watches a person collapse
inside a store. Some bystanders might hesitate, wondering, "What if | make it worse and then
get blamed?" The fear of a lawsuit could easily prevent helpers from acting at the moment
when action matters most. A Good Samaritan law reduces that fear, so that more people feel
comfortable stepping forward.

These laws nevertheless have limits. They generally protect help that is reasonable and
offered without payment, and they do not excuse reckless or careless conduct. A helper who
behaves with obvious disregard for the victim's safety may not be protected. Many laws also
place a trained responder, such as a paramedic who is on duty, under different rules, because
that person has a professional duty to help.

The wisest first step in nearly any emergency is to summon trained help, after which a helper
can apply whatever he or she has been taught while waiting for it to arrive. Classes in first aid
provide people with both the skills and the confidence to be useful. A community is safer when
its members are prepared to assist one another, and the law supports that choice.

Questions
1. What is the central principle of Good Samaritan laws?

2. What fear might prevent a bystander from helping?

3. What kind of help do these laws generally protect?
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4. What is the wisest first step in nearly any emergency?

5. Why might a paramedic who is on duty fall under different rules?

6. How do classes in first aid make a community safer?

Words to know
emergency: a sudden and serious problem that needs quick help
bystander: a person who is nearby and sees something happen
lawsuit: a case where one person asks a court to decide a problem
reckless: careless in a way that could cause harm
responder: a trained person who comes to help in an emergency

Talk together (every group has these)
1. Find one fact that every group read. How did your sheet say it?
2. What did your sheet tell you that you think another group's did not? Ask them.
3. What is one question about this topic that none of the sheets answered?
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For the teacher: Rules That Protect People Who Help in
Emergencies

Each student sheet carries a shape, not a level. The same topic and facts, written three ways.

Circle: Rules That Protect People Who Help in Emergencies
Easier - 237 words - Flesch-Kincaid grade 4.9
1. A person who gives reasonable help in good faith should not be punished or sued if
something goes wrong.
2. The fear of being blamed or sued.
3. Help that is reasonable and given without payment.
4. To call for trained help.
5. That person has a job duty to help.
6. They give people skills and confidence, so members are ready to help each other.

Triangle: Rules That Protect People Who Help in Emergencies
This passage - 255 words - Flesch-Kincaid grade 8.5
1. A person who gives reasonable help in good faith should not be punished or sued if
something goes wrong.
2. The fear of being blamed or sued.
3. Help that is reasonable and offered without payment.
4. To call for trained help.
5. That person has a job duty to help.
6. They give people the skills and confidence to help, so members are prepared to help
one another.

Square: Rules That Protect People Who Help in Emergencies
Harder - 266 words - Flesch-Kincaid grade 10.8
1. A person who provides reasonable assistance in good faith should not be punished or
sued if something goes wrong.
2. The fear of being blamed or sued.
3. Help that is reasonable and offered without payment.
4. To summon trained help.
5. That person has a professional duty to help.
6. They provide skills and confidence, so members are prepared to assist one another.
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