
Name: ______________________________ Date: _______________

Why an Auctioneer Talks in a Chant
Circle group

At an auction, people gather to buy things. The buyer who offers the most money wins. The
person who runs the sale is the auctioneer. Auctioneers are known for a fast chant with a
beat. It can sound like a song with numbers in it. The chant is not just for show. It does real
jobs.

First, it keeps the sale moving. An auction may sell hundreds of items in one day, like
furniture, tools, or farm animals. If the auctioneer stopped a lot, the sale would take hours and
hours. The steady beat gives bidders a pace to follow. It also makes the sale exciting, so
people stay interested.

Second, the chant tells everyone the price. The auctioneer says the last bid and the price to
ask for next. Small filler words fill the gaps between numbers. So the beat never stops while
the auctioneer thinks. Beginners practice with numbers and tongue twisters. This builds
breath control and clear speech.

The auctioneer cannot watch the whole room alone. So helpers called spotters stand in the
crowd. When a buyer nods or lifts a hand, a spotter shouts to catch the bid. When no one
offers more, the auctioneer says the item is sold. The last bidder takes it home.

Questions
1. Who wins an item at an auction?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

2. Why does the chant keep the sale moving?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

3. What do filler words do?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

4. What do spotters do?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
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5. Why do beginners practice tongue twisters?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

6. Why does an auctioneer need spotters?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Words to know
auctioneer: a person who runs a sale where the highest offer wins
bidder: a person who offers a price at an auction
spotters: helpers who watch for signals from the crowd
chant: words said again and again in a steady rhythm

Talk together (every group has these)
1. Find one fact that every group read. How did your sheet say it?
2. What did your sheet tell you that you think another group's did not? Ask them.
3. What is one question about this topic that none of the sheets answered?

teach.peabody.kids · Free reading passages at three levels · No sign-in, no ads Page 2 of 7



Name: ______________________________ Date: _______________

Why an Auctioneer Talks in a Chant
Triangle group

At an auction, people gather to buy things from a seller, and the buyer who offers the most
money wins. The person who runs the sale is the auctioneer. Auctioneers are known for a
fast, rhythmic chant that can sound like a song with numbers in it. The chant is not just for
show. It has real jobs to do.

First, it keeps the sale moving. An auction may offer hundreds of items in a single day, such
as furniture, tools, or farm animals. If the auctioneer paused often, the sale would drag on for
hours. The steady rhythm gives bidders a pace to follow, and it creates a sense of excitement
that keeps them interested.

Second, the chant tells everyone the current price. The auctioneer repeats the latest bid and
the amount being asked for next. Short filler words fill the gaps between numbers, so the
rhythm never stops while the auctioneer thinks. Beginners practice by saying numbers and
tongue twisters aloud to build breath control and clear speech.

The auctioneer cannot watch the whole room alone, so helpers called spotters stand among
the crowd. When a buyer nods or lifts a hand, a spotter shouts out to catch the bid. When no
one offers more, the auctioneer announces the sale, and the last bidder takes the item home.

Questions
1. Who wins an item at an auction?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

2. Why does the chant keep the sale moving?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

3. What do filler words do?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

4. What do spotters do?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
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5. Why do beginners practice tongue twisters?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

6. Why does an auctioneer need spotters?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Words to know
auctioneer: a person who runs a sale where the highest offer wins
bidder: a person who offers a price at an auction
rhythmic: having a steady beat or pattern
spotters: helpers who watch for signals from the crowd
chant: words said again and again in a steady rhythm

Talk together (every group has these)
1. Find one fact that every group read. How did your sheet say it?
2. What did your sheet tell you that you think another group's did not? Ask them.
3. What is one question about this topic that none of the sheets answered?
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Name: ______________________________ Date: _______________

Why an Auctioneer Talks in a Chant
Square group

At an auction, people assemble to purchase goods from a seller, and the buyer who offers the
highest price wins. The person who conducts the sale is the auctioneer. Auctioneers are
famous for a rapid, rhythmic chant that can sound like a song with numbers woven into it. The
chant is far more than a performance, because it accomplishes several real jobs.

First, it keeps the sale moving briskly. An auction may offer hundreds of items in a single day,
such as furniture, tools, or farm animals. If the auctioneer paused frequently, the sale would
drag on for many hours. The steady rhythm gives bidders a pace to follow, and it generates
an atmosphere of excitement that holds their attention.

Second, the chant announces the current price to everyone present. The auctioneer repeats
the most recent bid along with the amount being requested next. Short filler words occupy the
gaps between numbers, so the rhythm never falters while the auctioneer is thinking.
Beginners rehearse by reciting numbers and tongue twisters aloud, which develops breath
control and clear speech.

No auctioneer can watch an entire room alone, so assistants called spotters stand among the
crowd. Whenever a buyer nods or raises a hand, a spotter shouts to catch the bid. When
nobody offers more, the auctioneer declares the item sold, and the last bidder carries it home.

Questions
1. Who wins an item at an auction?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

2. How does the chant keep the sale moving briskly?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

3. What purpose do the short filler words serve?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

4. What is the job of a spotter?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
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5. Why might beginners rehearse tongue twisters aloud?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

6. Why does an auctioneer rely on spotters?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Words to know
auctioneer: a person who runs a sale where the highest offer wins
bidder: a person who offers a price at an auction
rhythmic: having a steady beat or pattern
spotters: helpers who watch for signals from the crowd
chant: words said again and again in a steady rhythm

Talk together (every group has these)
1. Find one fact that every group read. How did your sheet say it?
2. What did your sheet tell you that you think another group's did not? Ask them.
3. What is one question about this topic that none of the sheets answered?
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For the teacher: Why an Auctioneer Talks in a Chant
Each student sheet carries a shape, not a level. The same topic and facts, written three ways.

Circle: Why an Auctioneer Talks in a Chant
Easier · 210 words · Flesch-Kincaid grade 3.7
1. The buyer who offers the most money.
2. It gives bidders a steady pace, so the sale does not take hours and hours.
3. They fill the gaps between numbers so the beat never stops.
4. They watch the crowd and shout when a buyer bids.
5. To build breath control and clear speech.
6. The auctioneer cannot watch the whole room alone.

Triangle: Why an Auctioneer Talks in a Chant
This passage · 220 words · Flesch-Kincaid grade 5.9
1. The buyer who offers the most money.
2. It gives bidders a steady pace, so the auction does not drag on for hours.
3. They fill the gaps between numbers so the rhythm never stops.
4. They watch the crowd and shout when a buyer makes a bid.
5. To build breath control and clear speech.
6. The auctioneer cannot watch the whole room alone.

Square: Why an Auctioneer Talks in a Chant
Harder · 226 words · Flesch-Kincaid grade 8.3
1. The buyer who offers the highest price.
2. Its steady rhythm gives bidders a pace to follow, so the sale does not drag on for hours.
3. They occupy the gaps between numbers so the rhythm never falters.
4. To watch the crowd and shout when a buyer makes a bid.
5. It develops breath control and clear speech.
6. No auctioneer can watch an entire room alone.
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